
Nellie’s Mission
Our Mission is to operate programs and services for women and children who have and are

experiencing oppressions such as violence, poverty and homelessness.  Nellie’s is a community

based feminist organization which operates within an anti-racist, anti-oppression

framework.  We are committed to social change through education and advocacy, to achieve

social justice for all women and children.
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We have had a very busy and exciting summer. Let’s start
with welcoming a team of energetic women joining
Nellie’s team as staff or volunteers for 2007-2008. They
are: Direct Service Volunteers Christine Doucet, Vanessa
Emery, Lee Goldman, and Mildred Fidele; Administrative.
Volunteers Laura deCarufel and Angela Jewell; Board
Members Shaheda Hassan and Emma Horgan; Board

Committee Members Ellie Karas and Catherine McQuaid;
Relief Staff Shan Marcus, Natasha Brien, Diana Katgara,
and Priscilla Boateng; Students Dorothy Walters, Monica
Firrest, Tamara Nickle, Meghan Hogg, Sarah Hull, and
Farida Nabati. Their commitment, time, energy and skills
are a great asset to Nellie’s programs and services.
Looking forward to working with them all.

Because of successful fundraising efforts, this summer we
were able to offer a Mosaic Art and a Music Program for
the children. The pictures of the children attending the
programs will speak more than my words about the
enjoyment and pride that these activities brought into
the children’s lives. Their work was showcased at our
34th Annual General Meeting on Sept. 19. The children
performed at the event and their individual and group
pieces of mosaic art were displayed in the room. Some of
the framed mosaics will be presented as gifts to very
special friends and supporters of Nellie’s. 

On Sept. 8, a group of women from the shelter and the
community outreach programs, staff and volunteers

participated in the Take Back the Night Event. Sadly, the
women assaulted in their York University dorms the same
weekend confirmed the importance for women to continue
to demand their rights for safety at their homes and in
the community.

Nellie’s Annual General Meeting was held at the Ralph
Thornton Community Centre on Sept.19. One hundred
participants, staff, volunteers and friends celebrated
Nellie’s work during the fiscal year 2006. Thank you to
Jennifer Clarke for her presentation “The Impact of the
Safe School Act on Children Living in Shelters”. The
Raging Asian Women (R.A.W) Taiko Drumming closed the
event with a very powerful performance. 

As part of our Strategic Plan 2007-2009, we hosted a
focus group in August to review our marketing and
branding strategies and undertake initiatives to clearly
identify and better promote who we are, what we value
and what we do. With the facilitation and support of two
volunteers Doug Crowe and Laura deCarufel and Wendy
Sung-Aad, our Manager of Development, we developed
Nellie’s draft key message.

We are getting ready for the fall, and preparing events in
relation to Wife Assault Prevention Month in Nov. and to
commemorate the 14 women murdered on Dec.6, in Montreal.

The central theme of this newsletter is the Criminalization
of Women. The lead article explores systemic
discrimination faced by many women convicted of crimes.
The fact that women are the fastest growing prison
population worldwide cannot continue to be ignored. We
must address this issue in a strong manner.

Best wishes to our friends and their families during the
celebrations of the coming months: Diwali, Kwaanza,
Hanukah, Ramadan, Winter Solstice and Christmas. Happy
holidays!!!

Justice and equity, 

Welcome our 2007-8 team of Volunteers/Students/new staff
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Women and Criminalization

The criminalization of women is a problem that is often
ignored in Canadian society, despite the startling realities.
Criminalization happens when women experience male
violence, but they are the ones treated like criminals.
Women still are made to feel like they are to blame for
situations that occur as a result of violence, situations like:
poverty; homelessness; public damage to reputation;
immigration status problems; and exposure of their children
to violence. 

Women who have experienced violence fear the loss of their
children in family court. They witness the ineffectiveness of
police and restraining orders. They are re-victimized and
blamed in court after being raped, and unfortunately, the
list could go on and on.

Some facts:
• The fastest growing prison population worldwide is
women, and in particular, racialized, young, poor women
and women with mental health disabilities. The increasing
number of women in prison is clearly linked to poverty,
violence and abuse.
• Women are generally involved in the criminal justice
system as victims of crime rather than as perpetrators. 

• Aboriginal women are disproportionately incarcerated,
with 60 per cent serving time in prison.
• Women across all age ranges experience significantly
higher rates for mood disorders and several other mental
health diagnoses than men.1

Everyday women face discrimination and are criminalized
by the policies and actions of child protection services,
police and the government. However, advocates rarely focus
on the systemic discrimination faced by many women
convicted of crimes. Outlined below are some examples of
situations that face women accessing Nellies services.

Women continue to face criminal charges such as dual
charging, when reporting incidents of violence to police.
Several women have disclosed the ongoing verbal, sexual,
physical and financial abuse they endured for years prior to
contacting the police. After contacting police, they have
been arrested and charged when they have been forced to
defend themselves. 

Women fear losing their children and are accused of “failure
to protect.” This often happens when women experience
violence from the partner and she is held responsible for
the child witnessing abuse. In these circumstances, women
can risk having their children apprehended by child
protection services and/or having charges laid against
them. These are often situations that keep women silenced
for fear that reaching out for support may put them at risk
of losing their children. 

Women who are sex trade workers and have experienced
physical and sexual assault from their clients are often
threatened with criminal charges because their work is
criminalized. Laws leave many women vulnerable to abuse
with limited options for protection. Young women, some of
whom come to Nellies, have been charged with
“prostitution” related offenses, instead of police using
sexual exploitation laws to charge procurers and pimps.

Women without immigration status often fear being
deported and are therefore at risk of further violence in
returning to their home country if they reach out for help
and report the violence they are experiencing by their
partners. This leaves many women vulnerable to abuse with
limited access to services and supports. 

Women may be charged with fraud by Ontario Works and
Ontario Disability Support Program if their abusive partner
gives them money (designed to trap them into fraud
situation) and women have been cut off social assistance
because their abusive partners called the “snitch line” and

By Erica Opoku, Nellie’s Board Member, and Rebecca Rogers, Program Manager
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Criminalizing Women

falsely accused them of fraud.

Women continue to be re-victimized by the justice
system. Women who have been sexually assaulted are
still made to feel at fault for engaging in activities
redefined by lawyers, media and courts as “provocative”
or somehow having caused the assault. 

Young women often face charges of breach of probation
when they run away from unsafe and abusive homes or
group homes that they have been ordered to live in. 

The mental health system is often used as a weapon of
control by abusers. Women are often told that if they tell
anyone about the abuse no one will believe them and
they will be called “crazy”, they will lose their children
etc. This is an effective weapon to maintain control
because it happens. Some abusers have their partners
institutionalized for “being suicidal,” making them less
credible witnesses in cases where they might come
forward. 

Equitable employment, fair access to educational
resources, affordable housing, all done in a culturally

Jane* has three young children and had lived in an
abusive relationship for number of years. She lived in a
northern community. She had never reported any
incidents of abuse to the authorities.

Jane tried to make the relationship work, even though
throughout the years, she had been accused of having
affairs, and mentally abuse her telling her that the
children were not his. 

Once, when her partner went out for the night and was
in an altercation with another man, which had left
bruises. He in turn, went to the police and accused Jane
of assaulting him. Jane told the police about the years
of violence she had endured and repeatadly told the

police she would never hurt her
partner. It is not clear to the police
who was the perpetrator of
violence, since her partner had the
visible injuries and the officer
decided that her partner was more
credible. 

Jane was charged for the assault
and then made the decision to leave the relationship. 

Years passed and things escalated. Her partner again
charged Jane for assaulting and threatening him with a

by Joanna Shawana, Counsellor

specific context, may have created a different turn of
events for women who are criminalized. The onus is not
placed strictly on the women and their children, but rather
the inability of policies and laws to address systemic
issues such as racism, the effects of post-colonialism,
gender inequities and other forms of oppression. Until
these things are addressed, women will continue to
become criminalized in other institutions.  Once
oppression is addressed, it will reduce women’s
susceptibility to falling into the criminal justice system. 

Communities and advocates that want to end violence
against women must address the systemic barriers that
keep women from escaping violence. Women’s options are
limited and restricted. Women continue to be threatened
by their partners and are often scared to reach out for
help. We have only listed a few ways in which women are
criminalized; the list could go on and on. We must
challenge these messages and policies as they reinforce
the message that women and their children don’t matter. 

1Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies (CAEFS)
Some material adapted from the Step It Up Campaign

gun. She was so devastated
about the charges. 

Jane had to appear in court and
fight the ridiculous charges
against her. Jane had to
represent herself in court,
where she told her story about
the years of abuse she suffered
at the hands of her ex-partner.
She spoke about the many
times she feared for her life and
the continual threats about
making her pay if she ever
decided to leave. 

Jane ended up winning her case in court but this is not
the reality for many of the women we see at Nellies.

Her partner did not want to see Jane be successful in
her life and in turn, her partner had made many efforts
to destroy her.

Jane made the decision to leave the violence she had
experienced by her partner, but then faced further
violence and oppression within the judicial and child
advocacy systems.  

* not real name



It’s official: the spring and summer programming was a huge success! The women and children at
the shelter enjoyed a wide range of activities, including watching fireworks, and outings to
Canada’s Wonderland, Afro Fest, Caribana and the Spanish Fiesta. Our ladies  enjoyed an
evening out at the annual Jazz it Up Fundraiser at the Harbourfront centre.

Mother’s Day was celebrated by having a special cultural dinner party. Vietnamese, Indian,
Thai and Pakistani food was prepared by staff and served. There were desserts, fresh fruit and

cakes for all, as well. Self-care activities such as manicures were provided to the women by
estheticians.

Educational programs included attending a rally for the Prisoner’s Justice Vigil, participating in
“Take Back the Night” and activities for Hispanic Heritage Month. Also, Nellie’s participated in the anti poverty
collective housing take over march on June 3. Women from the shelter were very proud to participate in the rally. On
June 21, we celebrated National Aboriginal Day for the first time. The history of National Aboriginal Day was read to the
women and children. Staff member Joanna Shawana read from her novel Voice of an Eagle, and we had a guest
speaker, Joanne Dallaire. We enjoyed the drumming and singing, and sampling lots of traditional aboriginal food.  On
June 23 we joined the CSO to take part in the Dyke March with the Nellie’s banner during Pride Week. The women had

a great time and the children love the necklaces, whistles and Pride flags. 

Many other activities were planned with the goal of encouraging women to connect on a
social basis. We offered flower planting and gardening and regular movie nights, and
organized Mexican Bingo, or Loteria, nights, too. During the months of June and July we
had three crochet and knitting workshops, where women were guided
through the basic steps of crocheting and knitting.  Supportive
programs, including workshops on dream building and goal

setting, and massage were also included in the
programming. 

At Nellie’s, we strive to ensure that a broad
range of social, recreational, educational

and supportive programming is
implemented. And we want to have lots of
fun, too.

Voices of WomenShelter Update 
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By: Counsellors Valeksa Gomez-Castillo, Abida Shereazee, Maureen Canies- Comrie and Cecelia Paul

The Prisoner’s Justice
Vigil on August 10

Summer Picnic

Housing Takeover March

Gardening Project at the
shelter

Pride DYKE March



It’s summer, which can only mean one
thing: no school. But kids had fun in
our community support programs. 

Nellie’s held a summer mosaic art
project for children between 5
and13 years old. Chantal LeBlanc, the
art instructor, made this project
exciting and very educational. The children
created two large mosaics with nature themes as well as smaller, individual
mosaics with themes of their choice. It turned out to be a fantastic program
which produced many colourful and beautiful works of art! 

On Aug. 10, 50 of us went to a day trip to Centre Island. We
traveled via TTC and the ferry boat. We had much fun on the

island and enjoyed wonderful submarine sandwiches and
seasonal fruit for lunch. The day was filled with many different
fun activities, including beach volleyball, water park activities,
and sand castle building We very much enjoyed the fantastic

scenery of the island.

Kids from Nellie’s between 5 and 16 years old, created Nellie’s Music
Group. They learned how to play drums, keyboard, flute,
violin, and of course had fun and learned at the time. The

group started practicing Aug. 4, and under Eryn Vogn’s direction, they performed at
Nellie’s AGM on Sept. 19.

We conducted a “back to school drive” following the success of last summer’s drive.
With the collective efforts of generous donors, we accomplished our goal in providing

the children in our community with the school supplies necessary
to help them have a successful school year.

For the fall we are expecting to open the Young Women
Group, which will focus on women between the ages of 16
to 26, offering activities like life skills, yoga, first aid,
housing, employment, and self-care.

CSO Update - By Adriana Pelayo, CSO Worker
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Summer outing in the park

Eryn Vogn teaching our
kid to play violin

Mosaic Teacher Chantal Leblanc

Designing her own t-shirt

Che…ers!

Day Trip to Center Island, Fun!

Do you like my work – “Have
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Volunteer recognition to our Board
Committee Members Kathy Rampersad (1st

from left) and Emily McClung (4th from left)

Below: Powerful
entertainment from
Raging Asian Women
Taiko Drumming Group

Nellie’s 34th Annual General Meeting

Nellie’s hosted our Annual General Meeting on September 19 at the
Ralph Thornton Centre.  Our incredible performers were Nellie’s
amazing children’s music group led by Eyrn Vogn and The Raging
Asian Women Taiko drum group. In the business meeting, we
learned about the operation of Nellie’s over the past year, changes
in Board membership, and the reappointment of our auditor,
Massimo Siciliano.  Jennifer Clark, an Assistant Professor at Ryerson
University, spoke passionately with us about how the ‘safe schools’
policy can damage our children who are living in shelters.  Finally,
everyone enjoyed a generous and delicious Chinese buffet.  Thanks
to everyone who attended and helped with our AGM!

By Marcia Beck, Board Member

THERE IS NO PLACE LIKE SCHOOL: THE
IMPACT OF THE SAFE SCHOOLS ACT ON
CHILDREN LIVING IN SHELTERS
Excerpt from Jennifer Clark’s speech at
Nellie’s AGM

In Canada, every year, thousands of women
and children flee the violence in their
homes to live in shelters. Researchers have
estimated this number to be between
130,000 and 260,000 people. In Toronto, it
is estimated that between 3,000 and 5,000
children and youth live in shelters with their
mothers or alone. What is often missing
from the discourse on homeless children is

the difficulty they face in schools and the lack of support by
administrators and teachers. 

While shelters provide women and children with the social and
emotional supports, schools do not respond to the educational
needs of homeless children. In fact, being homeless increases their
vulnerability to be pushed out of school. School administrators,
under the regime of the Ontario Safe Schools Act – the legislation
that governs discipline in public schools – do not consider
homelessness, exposure to and experience of violence mitigating
factors in their disciplinary decision-making. 

Therefore, when children who have experienced or witnessed
violence become disruptive in school, the disruption in their lives,
the damage to their social and emotional state and the feelings of
helplessness, hopelessness, fear, and aggression that they feel are
not considered and they are suspended and expelled under the “zero
tolerance” approach. For children who are already feeling unsafe in a
world of violence, schools should be a place of refuge.  

Our dedicated Board Members – 2nd row from
left: Mary Byberg, Sherece Taffe, Carol Allain,
Erica Opoku; Front row from left: Lynda Roy
& Marcia Beck.

Volunteer
recognition to Diane
from LCBO
Summerhill

Nellie’s Kids
Music Group
had their
opening
performance
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Annual Volunteer Training
Nellie’s has a commitment to maintaining volunteerism
throughout the organization. This year, we successfully
recruited 10 volunteers in different areas.  They are going
to work along with us for the year 2007-2008.  Welcome
and thanks to all of you for your commitment. Thank you
to our trainers Margarita Mendez, Executive Director;
Wendy Sung-Aad, Manager of Development; Madeleine
Mariano and Abida Sherazee, Counsellors at Community
Support & Outreach Program. Topics included Introduction
to Organization – Mission & Anti-Racism & Anti
Oppression Framework; Structure of Agency, Herstory &
Strategic Plan; Board & Board Committees; Volunteer
Program, Roles & Responsibilities; Policy Orientation; and
a tour of the shelter. We are looking forward to working
with the energetic team, reaching towards our common

Nellies Holiday Wish List 2007
Thank you for helping a woman or child at Nellie’s this holiday season. Please purchase a new gift item below or check which
gift you would like us to purchase. Send your donation by cheque or credit card.

❒ Gift Certificates (any department store, any $) $ Any ❒ Winter Coats (women’s & kids assorted sizes) $125
❒ Clothing Sets (women’s & kids & infants all sizes) $125 ❒ Sleepwear (women’s & kids & infant sleepers assorted

& slippers) $75
❒ Footwear (winter shoes/boots women, kids & infants) $75 ❒ Baby Furniture (high chairs, cribs, playpens) $250
❒ Infant formula/Baby Food $35 ❒ Infant Care Baskets (soaps, lotions, diaper cream etc) $75
❒ Movie Night Out $35 ❒ Linen Sets (Bed & Towels) $125
❒ Toiletries $75 ❒ Children’s Toys (infant – 16 yrs of age) $75

Every donation helps a woman or child in need at Nellie’s, please give generously:

(Please Print)  Amount Donated: [  ] $35    [  ] $75    [  ] $125    [  ] $250   [  ] OTHER $_____________________________

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing adresss:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________Prov.:  ______________________ PO Code: _______________________

[  ] I’ve attached a cheque[  ] Please charge my donation to: [  ] VISA [  ] MASTERCARD 

Card #__________________________________Exp. ______/_______ Signature___________________________________________

[  ] Send a greeting card to the following letting them know a donation has been made in their name: 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________Prov.:  ______________________ PO Code: _______________________

We appreciate every gift we receive from our community. But due to limited storage space, Nellie’s cannot receive used in-kind donations from
October 15 – February 1. If you have used items you would like to donate, please wait until after the busy holiday season. Thank you

Mo      Y Credit Card Only

r e m n p q

goal: to end poverty, violence, homelessness and
oppression in the lives of women and children in our
community.

Team of energetic students, from left Farida, Tamara,
Sarah, Megan & Dorothy



Thanks to the women who joined the Curves
Community Challenge to support local charitiesMailing Address:
970 Queen Street East, PO Box 98118

Toronto, ON M4M 1J0

Shelter Community Support
Tel: 416-461-1084 Tel: 416-461-3404, 416-461-2052

TTY: 416-461-7561 Fax: 416-461-0970

Fax: 416-461-0976 E-mail: outreach@nellies.org

E-mail: programs@nellies.org

Transitional Housing & Support
Tel: 416-461-0980

TTY: 416-461-0625

Fax: 416-461-0970

E-mail: tsw@nellies.org

Administration
Tel: 416-461-8903 Fax: 416-461-0970

E-mail: community@nellies.org

Website: www.nellies.org

Program, Volunteers, Students: 416-461-0739

Financial Donations: 416-461-0769

In Kind Donations: 416-461-0521

Charitable No.: 11930-2727-RR0001

Thank you to Nellie’s volunteer Editor, Julie Allin, for her help.

Nellie’s Contact Information

Note: Please visit our website at www.nellies.org for all
community and cultural celebrations for 2007

Nellie’s Calendar of Events
November Woman Abuse Awareness Month and 

(US) National Native American Awareness Mth

Nov 20 Universal Children’s Day - UN

Nov 25 International Day for the Elimination 

of Violence Against Women - UN

December Universal Human Rights Months 

Dec 6 National Day for Remembrance & 

Action on Violence Against Women – 

Dec 6 Fund

Dec 25 Christmas

Dec 4-11 Hannukah (Jewish)

Dec 26- Jan 1 Kwanzaa (Afro-American)

Jan 1 New Years Day

February Black History Month

Feb 7 Chinese New Year – The Year of the Rat

Feb 7 Losar- Tibetan New Year

Team Nellie’s at Summerhill LCBO BBQ

Thank you to Peter Zakarow & the East Coast Sociable
Committee for their great event supporting Nellie’s

Mary Byberg (Left)  from the Board and Margarita
Mendez presenting recognition plaque for Team LCBO
Sumemrhill’s 5th year of support

Thank you Girl Guides for their yummy cookies!!


